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1. Horizon Europe Pillar 1

For individual researchers from all over 
the world for  long-term grants to work on  
high-risk/high-gain pioneering projects in 

any field of frontier research

Funding programme for Doctoral Networks, 
Postdoctoral Fellowships and Staff 

Exchanges, relevant for both individual 
researchers as well as institutions

EUR 16 billion

EUR 6.6 billion



1.1. Horizon Europe Framework Programme



2. Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA)

5 ”Actions”

1. Doctoral Networks (DN)
2. Postdoctoral Fellowships (PF)
3. Staff Exchanges (SE)
4. COFUND
5. MSCA and Citizens



MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2024 submissions

2.1. Interdisciplinary Opportunities



2.2. MSCA Features

Trainings, skills 
and career 

development for 
researchers at all 

career stages

Excellent research 
in all domains 

(bottom-up 
approach)

International, 
cross-sectoral & 
interdisciplinary 

mobility

Attractive working 
and employment 

conditions

Structuring impact 
on organisations 
through excellent 

programmes

Strong 
collaboration with 
industry and SMEs



2.3. Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA)

Postdoctoral Fellowships

- mono-beneficiary 

- t o e s t a b l i s h p o s t d o c t o r a l t r a i n i n g 
programme through research project 

- to develop skills for academia and beyond



2.3.1. MSCA-PF: Main Features

✓ Fosters excellence through the implementation of a research project
✓ Mono-beneficiary action (supports an individual project)
✓ Supports post-doctoral research and careers
✓ Limited research experience – up to 8 years of research experience after PhD
✓ Focus on i3 mobility (international, inter-sectoral, interdisciplinary) 

✓ Not resided, worked, studied > 12 months in the 3 years in the country of the Host 
Institution (Third Country host for the GF)

✓ Develops skills for academia and beyond – build bridges with academia
✓ Additional up to 6 months placement in the non-academic sector at the end of the 

EF and GF Project
✓ Secondment worldwide (except for the return phase of the GF)



2.3.2. MSCA-PF: Main Features

Training through Research

Project

Have a clear 
research 

question(s)

Novelty v.s. state 
of the art

Realistic and 
well-defined 

research 
objective

Have clear 
training needs

Enhancing 
employability and 

widening the 
competences

Realistic and 
well-defined 

career 
advancement 

objectives



2025 call budget: 404.3M€ for approx. 1650 projects

• The researcher can only apply for one mode 
• Resubmission restriction: 70% score min. last year (same researcher, same institution)

2.3.3. Two Types of MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships



EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIPS GLOBAL FELLOWSHIPS

2.3.4. European versus Global Fellowships

• Open to all nationalities

• Duration: 12-24 months

• Project must be carried out at a beneficiary in Europe

• Mobility Rule: not more than 12/35 months in the country of the 
beneficiary prior to the call deadline

• Researchers awarded by PhD and not more than 8 years of 
research experience prior to the call deadline; exceptions apply

• Secondments can take place, anywhere in the world

• Possible 6 months extension to carry out a non-academic 
placement in Europe

• Open to European researchers and long-term residents in 
Member States (MS) and Associated Countries (AC)

• Duration: 24-36 months

• Initial outgoing phase outside of Europe (to a Third Country 
for 12-24 months) and a final return phase in Europe (12 
months) at the beneficiary institution

• Mobility Rule: not more than 12/36 months in the country of the 
outgoing phase prior to the call deadline

• Researchers awarded a PhD and not more than 8 years of 
research experience before the end of the call deadline; 
exceptions apply

• Secondments can take place, anywhere in the world

• Possible 6 months extension to carry out a non-academic 
placement in Europe



3. ERC basics
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3.1. ERC Focus
Frontier science 

• Multi- or interdisciplinary proposals which cross boundaries between different 

fields of research, or 

• Pioneering proposals addressing new and emerging fields of research, or 

• Proposals introducing unconventional, innovative approaches and scientific 

inventions.
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3.2. ERC Grant Schemes

Starting Grants  
starters (2-7 years after PhD) up to € 1.5 Mio  

for 5 years 
 

Consolidator Grants 
Consolidators (7-12 years after PhD) up to € 2 Mio  

for 5 years 
 

Advanced Grants  
track-record of significant research achievements in the 

last 10 years up to € 2.5 Mio  
for 5 years

Synergy Grants 
2 – 4 Principal Investigators up to € 10.0 Mio for 6 

years 
1 PI can be based outside EU/Associated 

Countries

Proof-of-Concept  
bridging gap between research - earliest stage of marketable innovation  

lump sum €150,000 for ERC grant holders



* Additional costs in case of high equipment costs or PI from Third Country, other major experimental and field work costs, excluding personnel costs

Starting  
Grants 

Consolidator 
Grants 

Advanced 
Grants 

Synergy 
Grants 

Proof of 
Concept

Target group  scientists 2-7 
years after PhD

scientists 7-12 
years after PhD

Established 
scientists 2-4 scientists ERC Grantees

Max. duration 5 years 5 years 5 years 6 years 18 months

Max. budget 1.5 Mio. €  
(2.5 Mio.€)*

2 Mio. €  
(3 Mio.€)*

2.5 Mio. €  
(3.5 Mio.€)*

10 Mio. € 
(14 Mio. €)*

150 000 €

3.2.1. ERC Grant Schemes



         3.3. One Evaluation Criteria: Excellence 

Research Project: 

Ground-breaking nature , ambition and 
feasibility 
● Address important challenges 
● Ambitious objectives & beyond the state  

of the art 
● High risk / high gain

Scientific Approach 
●Feasibility  
●Appropriateness of research methodology 

to achieve goals  
●Development of novel methodology 
●Timescales, resources & time 

commitment  
Principal Investigator 
●Ability to conduct ground-breaking 

research  
●Evidence of creative independent thinking  
●Scientific expertise & capacity to execute 

the project



Comprehensive Information Portal 
• Jobs + funding and hosting database

▪ 80,000+ job vacancies listed annually 
vacancies within academia and industry across the 
globe

▪ 300+ funding offers at EU and national level, travel 
grants and fellowships  

Networking Opportunities 
• 800+ hosting posts 
• 60,000+ registered researchers 
• 17,500+ registered organizations

4. EURAXESS at a Glance
EURAXESS Focus: ERA (European Research Area)
 
- promoting researcher careers 
- facilitating the mobility of researchers

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu



Promote exchanges: mobility and cooperation 
All nationalities, all disciplines, all profiles!

43 European  countries 
  

9 worldwide hubs



Table of content

4.2. EURAXESS Worldwide



4.2.1. EURAXESS Job Portal

• Jobs and opportunities

• Hosting offers

• Partnering

• Funding Opportunities

• European Research 
Funding Programmes

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs#jobs-and-opportunities
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs#hosting-offers
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs#partnering
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs#funding-opportunities
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs#european-research-funding-programmes
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs#european-research-funding-programmes
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs


4.2.2. Useful Links
EURAXESS Portal  

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/

Marie Curie Actions Website 
http://ec.europa.eu/mariecurieactions  

European Research Council 
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage  

EU Funding and Tender Portal 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home 

CORDIS (EU Research Results) 
https://cordis.europa.eu 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/mariecurieactions
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://cordis.europa.eu/


4.3. Register and join the EURAXESS Japan Community

Please visit and 
bookmark the 

page!

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/japan

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/japan


4.3.1. EURAXESS Japan



4.3.2. EURAXESS Japan




